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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 Change. Not the loose coins in your pocket or piggy bank. I mean change as that 

which makes a difference in our lives. It has been said that change is inevitable, and      

history would prove this to be true. There are changes that we accept as good changes 

and those that we find less favorable. 

 I know in my lifetime I have bore witness to some significant changes. The creation 

of the microwave oven, the infiltration of cellular telephones into our lives (I swore I would 

never have one and now I carry two!), lunar landings, telescopes that afford us glimpses of 

far away galaxies, the changes in automobiles. These are just a few of the changes I have 

witnessed. Some of you have seen so much more. Some of these are positive changes and 

have led to others, like advancements in medicine. 

 Personal changes such as the addition of a little one to the family, or a son or     

daughter getting married, perhaps a new job, a new home, or maybe the addition of a     

beloved pet. These are usually seen as wonderful changes in our lives. 

  Unfortunately, there are changes that are bittersweet. Illness, the loss of loved 

ones, bodies that don’t do what we think they should still be able to do. There are changes 

that go beyond our personal lives that are also less favorable, inflation, higher crime rates, 

more homelessness, and such. Change. Some changes are good and others not so much. 

 We’ve experienced change within the walls of our beloved church. The number in  

attendance has shrunk. Some of this is because of the fore mentioned changes to our 

bodies, some of this is attrition, and some might be that people have lost faith in God (or 

never had it). Change. It is difficult at times. 

 The good news is that God does not change. He and His love are constant. While the 

numbers of believers in this country may be shrinking, or at least the number of people  
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that want to experience traditional church, God still lives and loves us all. His plan for us has not 

changed. He wants us all to come home to Him when our time on Earth is at an end.  

 Jesus was sent to us to see that this happens. If we believe in Him as a person of the    

Almighty God and follow His commands, we will eventually land in the kingdom of God. Even 

with all the miraculous changes in our lives we must hold steadfast in our faith. We cannot     

afford to let circumstances change our faith in God, unless it is to build a better and stronger  

relationship with Him. 

 We have seen dark times together. We have experience great personal losses together. 

And we may someday see our church family forced to move from our beautiful building to        

another location. But if we hold on to our core values and do not the devil change our hearts, we 

will prevail in God. 

 It is my greatest prayer and wish that you all experience the love of Christ in your lives so       

completely that nothing can change the faith you have in Him. Nothing can change His love for 

you! 

   

 

  

 Choir  

Come one, come all!  We welcome all those who want to sing to God’s glory.  Choir Rehearsals 

start  on Wednesday, August 31, at 3:00 p.m.   We can always use a few more singers. 
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 Greetings Friends in Christ.  I write this month's column with a very heavy heart.  In the 

last three months I have lost four close friends, three of whom were members of our little 

church.  On August 8th, our Christian Brother, Craig Cozad, passed away unexpectedly and went 

into His Father's Heavenly Kingdom.  Craig's passing was a gut punch to us all and we grieve 

along with Sheryl, his children, and all his surviving family. 

 Craig was an exceptional person with such a strong personal faith that all of us can aspire 

to.  In addition to his blood family, he was a brother in Christ to all of us, especially our dear  

Pastor, Reverend Gammon.  Personally, even though I only knew Craig for about four years, I felt 

so close to him as a Christian brother. His knowledge and abilities never ceased to amaze me, 

along with his wry sense of humor.  Even though he was thirteen years younger than myself, I 

looked upon him as a mentor. 

 The loss of Craig, and the earlier passing of Mark Gammon, has been a tremendous hit to 

our Congregation.  With their passing, we have lost two Elders, a Vice-President, a Property 

Chairman, a Financial Secretary, a choir member, a liturgist, a Sunday School member, a baker, 

an usher, and probably some things I've overlooked.  These two gentlemen were the kind of  

people who not only were capable, but always willing to help in service, many times without    

being asked. And they did it all to the Glory of God.   

 No one or two people can step in to fill the shoes of these two men.  We all have our skills 

and I ask each of you to examine yours and to ask yourselves what you can do to fill some of the 

void.  I pray that with God's help each of us will find a way to continue to serve our Church to the 

Glory of God. 

 Just a final note.  Beginning September 11th, we will return to our fall and winter schedule 

with Sunday School at 9:30 and Worship at 10:45. 
 

Till next month, see you in Church, 
 

 

Ron Schoch 
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Prayer List  

Betsy Chapley 

Sandy Croyle 

Ruth Gilbert 

Debbie Heilman 

Betty Jamison 

Dick Leiby 

Glenn Mark 

Peggy Marshall 

Gary Noel 

Mary Sabol 

Michael Sabol 

Bob Spencer 

Barbara Sponaugle 

Ukraine People 

Gail Vidovich         

Rob Waid 

Janis Williamson 

John Wyko 

 

The Cozad Family 

The Vidovich Family 

  

 

  

Prayer Chain/List 

 The Prayer Chain has been slightly revised. As a reminder, names of people for the Prayer 

Chain with specific messages are prayed for regularly for that person for seven days. Be sure 

to begin your request by calling the church office or by filling out a prayer   request card.  

 Names on the Prayer List in the weekly bulletin will be carried for that month unless           

requested it be continued on or removed prior to the end of the month.   

**If you would like to be a caller and offer prayers for those on the prayer chain, please notify 

the church office (330) 394-4741 or fill out a prayer request card.  

 Floating Five Emergency Fund  

 In July 2009, the Floating Five Committee decided to start an emergency account to help 

those in the church having an unexpected need for money such as a car repair,  medical bill, 

or legitimate need as recommended by church members or staff, etc.  Please speak with      

Judy Fabian, Keith Burger, Karen Schoch, or Rev. Gammon should you have such a need.   

 

 This is a confidential service available to any church member, staff member, or anyone 

who attends  regularly. This is not intended to be an ongoing source of income but rather for   

emergency situations which one might encounter. 
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Those We Love and Miss—Words 

                               WORD LIST  

 

 

BETTY MARK DON HOWREN JERRY STEPHENS             MARK GAMMON 

BILL WILLIAMSON FLORENCE SIMMONS JIM DESAVIGNY               TY SABELLA 

CHARLIE GROUNDS        HOWARD MATZ JUNE JOHNSON                VILMA GROAT 

CRAIG COZAD IRMA ALLEN KAY FISHER     

                                    Page 5 

 Sunday School  

 Sunday School will commence on Sunday, September 11, 2022, at 9:30 a.m. with Opening 

and Coffee Hour.  Everyone is invited to join.  See you on Sunday! 



President:       Ron Schoch 

 

 

Vice President:          

 

 

Secretary:        Nancy Hamrick 

 

 

Treasurer:        Donny Longworth 

 

 

Financial Officer:          

 

 

Bookkeeper:      Sheryl Cozad

   

Consistory 

Pastor Emeritus:   Joe Doran  

  Everett Gould 
 

Elder Emeritus:   Al Conklin 

  Nick Fabian 

  Ed Gilbert 

  Don Howren 

  Glenn Mark 

  Sylvia Moyes 

  Bill Paxson 

  George Schneider 

  Bill Schoch 

  Charles Weller 

  Ken Wright 
 

Deacon Emeritus: Dick Leiby 

280 E. Market Street 

Warren, Ohio  44481 

(330) 394-4741 

Email: firstuccwarren@gmail.com 

Fir s t  Un i t ed  C h u r ch  o f  C h r i s t  

The church with the “golden dome” 

website 

wwwfirstuccwarren.org 

Elders:    12/31/23 

     12/31/24 

  Bill Paxson 12/31/24 

  Karen Schoch 12/31/23 

    

 

 

Deacons: Melanie Burger  12/31/24 

  Em Burkett  12/31/22 

  Sheryl Cozad  12/31/22 

  Judy Fabian    12/31/24 

  Marian Gammon    12/31/22 

  Candy Lemasters   12/31/22 

  Debbie Wimer  12/31/24 

Pastor:                           Rev./Dr. Gerald Gammon 


