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Update
Hello Christian Brothers and Sisters. As we head into the month of May it's starting
feel like we are turning the corner as far as the weather is concerned. Longer days, greener grass, trees starting to bud and the garden centers taking on a multitude of colors. No
doubt we still tend to be on a roller coaster with sometimes sun, sometimes rain, sometimes cold and sometimes warmth. In fact in northeast Ohio there are days when you can
see all of the above. As much as we complain about Ohio weather we have been truly
blessed in that we don't suffer many weather extremes like other parts our great country.
We are currently in the afterglow of Resurrection of our Savior. What a joy Easter
brings to us every year as we celebrate this most sacred and important event for
Christians all over the world. Thanks to everyone in our congregation for their efforts in
making this so special; To Reverend Gammon for his leading such inspirational services
such as Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday and of course Easter Sunday; to the choir (and it's
so good to have them back) for their wonderful music led by Karen and Barb; to Sharon
Longworth and all who helped with the Easter Breakfast. Our church is so blessed by all of
your efforts.
During the month of May our Consistory is leading an effort to help
those suffering citizens of Ukraine. Each Sunday during the month we will be accepting
donations to help the victims of this senseless assault on their country. I wish I could say
their plight will be over soon, but that seems to be not realistic. My heart goes out to them
as I watch the images from their country every day. We Americans have been so fortunate
that we have never seen anything to this extent in our homeland. Please give prayerfully to
this worthwhile effort. You'll find the donation container beside our regular offering plate
in the rear of the sanctuary.
(continued page 3)
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A Note from Your Pastor
During the month of April, we celebrated Communion two times. First on Maundy
Thursday and again on Easter or Resurrection Sunday. We came up to the altar and retrieved
our elements of bread and juice and consumed them. But what were we really taking part in
while we were doing so?
Scripture tells us in Matthew 26: 26 -29 “26 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, [a]
blessed and broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.”
27 Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of
you. 28 For this is My blood of the [b]new covenant, which is shed for many for the [c]remission of
sins. 29 But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I
drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom.”
Notice how Jesus never said this is like my body or this is like my blood? He wanted to
emphasize the sacrifice that was soon to be made on our behalf. Many religions believe that the
bread and wine (juice) truly become the body and blood of Christ after it is consumed, taking
the scripture literally. However one believes; we should be mindful of the great sacrifice made
on our behalf and the honor it is to share in the covenant of the Lord.
We are not simply eating a representative meal. We are sharing in the last meal with our
Lord while He lived among us on this planet. As such we should always be mindful of the pain
and anguish that was to come to Him on our behalf and treat the Communion meal with great
reverence and awe. We shouldn’t get hung up on the words “body” and ‘blood” and think of
Communion as a cannibalistic gesture, we should think only of what Jesus was telling us, He
was sacrificing all for us.
As such we should approach Communion with great remorse and introspectiveness. We
should be mindful of what things we have done and bring them before the Lord before we
partake in the meal that brings us forgiveness. Jesus made a covenant with us, a contract, that
if we believe in what and who He is, we can be forgiven. Now that my dear friends is reason for a
celebratory meal! By partaking in Communion, we are reaffirming our end of the bargain. We
are surrendering to the life-giving broken body and soul cleansing blood of our Lord.
This is why Communion should always be celebrated with reverence, dignity, and
forethought. We are again agreeing to the greatest pact ever made!
May Communion always bring You closer to the Lord and the fellowship of others that
share in the gift of the elements of the meal. May God bless you and keep you always,
God bless,
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Update (Continued)
On a more joyful note, the men will be cleaning up the flower beds following our next
breakfast get together in May, and we will be planting the Pentecost flowers in June. More
about that next month.
Also don't forget Mother's Day, May 8 and Memorial Sunday on May 29. By the way, First
UCC Duffers have begun their season. Captain Mark Leiby leads this group in the Buckeye Senior Golf League at Tamer Winn Golf course. Some weeks we even look like we know what we're
doing.
Till next month, see you in Sunday School.

Ron Schoch
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Prayer List
William Anderson
Donna Beavers
Charles Carl
Betsy Chapley
Beverly DeSavigny
Jim DeSavigny

Kaye Doran
Erika Gammon
Ruth Gilbert
Jimmy Green
Betty Jamison
Peggy Marshall

David Nichols
Katie Papadack
Merial Price
Joe & Melissa Rein
Mary Sabol
Jim Scott

Bob Spencer
Bob Sponaugle
Vicky Town
Ukraine People
Gail Vidovich
Joe Vugrincic

Emergency Fund
In July 2009, the Floating Five Committee decided to start an emergency account to help
those in the church having an unexpected need for money such as a car repair, medical bill,
or legitimate need as recommended by church members or staff, etc. Please speak with
Judy Fabian, Keith Burger, Karen Schoch, or Rev. Gammon should you have such a need.
This is a confidential service available to any church member, staff member, or anyone
who
attends regularly. This is not intended to be an ongoing source of income but rather for emergency situations which one might encounter.

Prayer Chain/List
The Prayer Chain has been slightly revised. As a reminder, names of people for the Prayer
Chain with specific messages are prayed for regularly for that person for seven days. Be sure
to begin your request by calling the church office or by filling out a prayer request card.
Names on the Prayer List in the weekly bulletin will be carried for that month unless
requested it be continued on or removed prior to the end of the month.
**If you would like to be a caller and offer prayers for those on the prayer chain, please notify
the church office (330) 394-4741 or fill out a prayer request card.
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Word Search List
BEES

GRASS

PEONIES

TREES

BLOSSOMS

GRAVES

PRIMROSE

TULIPS

BUTTERCUP

HYACINTHUS

RAIN

WARMTH

CROCUS

IRIS

RAINDROPS

WEEDS

DAFFODILS

LILAC

SEEDS

DRIZZLE

MUD

SOIL

GARDENS

PANSY

SUNSHINE
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