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Update
Greetings Christian brothers and sisters. For the past two weeks I have been
watching the Winter Olympics. The one event which really intrigues me is the curling
competition. I believe the reason for this interest is the similarity that I see between it and
bocce, which Karen and I participate in during the summer. I enjoy watching the strategy
that the teams undertake as they push the rock down the ice and maneuver it into
position. The other reason for my interest is it seems like the only Olympic sport I could
possibly have a chance at doing myself. I'm sure that would end quite quickly once my feet
hit the ice. Ouch!
The other event I really enjoy is the snowboarding. I enjoy it not only for incredible
jumps and flips, but also for the camaraderie that the participants have, even with their
opponents. They share the highs and lows of each other no matter their own individual
performances.
Watching this camaraderie reminds me of our Christianity. Jesus commanded us to
love one another, not only in good times, but also adverse times. We all have our highs and
lows in life, just like the Olympians. The difference is we face these issues every day. We
succeed and we fail. We also make mistakes, some of which are self made. We also
sin. But we take solace in knowing that our sins are forgiven by our Heavenly Father, and
we have the support and love of our fellow Christians. It's a gold medal that no one can
take away.
A big thank you to the Deacons for the wonderful lunch they provided on Heart to
Heart Sunday. We usually hold this event in our fellowship hall, but because of Covid
protocols, we had a takeout lunch this year. The chili and chicken noodle soup were
delicious. Thanks again to the Deacons for their efforts. Their next project is baked goods
in time for Easter, the details of which you should find elsewhere in this newsletter.
Coming up soon, March 2 to be exact is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent. This
service marks the beginning of a most sacred time for Christians all over the
world.
Because of Covid protocols, this year's service will be in the Sanctuary. Holy
Communion will be served.
(continued on page 3)
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A Note from Your Pastor
March! Finally, it seems we are making our way to Spring! What a welcomed break from
Winter it will be! February brought us unprecedented snow falls and cold that will hopefully yield
to slightly warmer temperatures in March. It is the way of things, the old gives way to the new.
The dormant comes back to life.
In March we will begin our faith process of renewal too. March 2 is Ash Wednesday, the
first day of the Lenten season. We will commemorate the day a little differently this year with our
service being held in the Sanctuary instead of the traditional Fellowship Hall service to allow for
better social distancing, but we will continue to humble ourselves before the Lord and ask for
His continued presence and blessings in our lives.
Ash Wednesday is the beginning of our spiritual season of preparedness. It is a time
where we work to refocus our minds and energies on the coming of our Lord. Each of us will do
this in our own personal way, but the result should be the same, cleansing ourselves through
study of scripture, prayer, and sacrifice, to be better prepare for the coming of our risen Lord.
Because we celebrate Valentine's Day in February, we often think of it as the month of
love. But the reality is that the Lenten season is truly the season of love…our love for Christ. It is
this season that God gave us the greatest expression of His love for us too. Jesus’s sacrifice and
coming resurrection, and granting us that repent, salvation.
However, and whatever you do during the Lenten season, I ask you to do it with a heart
filled with love for Jesus Christ and one another. When you pray, pray for forgiveness. Pray also
for your neighbor. When you read scripture, read it with wonder and a open heart, so that the
Spirit may fill your heart with its love. If you fast, let your hunger for food be replaced with the
hunger for justice and righteousness. Whatever you do during this season of preparation and
anticipation do it with the love of Jesus in your heart.
I wish you all a blessed March and meaningful Lenten season.
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Update (Continued)
In closing, a word about the Covid restrictions. The good news is as of this writing, the
infection numbers are significantly down and hopefully will continue that trend. The consensus
at our last Consistory meeting was to err to the side of caution for at least another month
regarding our protocols. This issue will be revisited at our next meeting on March 7.
Till next time, see you in Sunday School,

Ron Schoch
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Prayer List
William Anderson
Donna Beavers
Tammy Boyle
Charles Carl
Betsy Chapley
Beverly DeSavigny
Jim DeSavigny

Kaye Doran
Ruth Gilbert
Jimmy Green
Marilyn Grounds
Betty Jamison
Peggy Marshall
David Nichols

Bill & Linda Paxson
Melissa Rein
Mary Sabol
Bob Spencer
Bob Sponaugle
Vicky Town
Gail Vidovich

Joe Vugrincic
Boyle family
Rein/DeFalco family

Emergency Fund
In July 2009, the Floating Five Committee decided to start an emergency account to help
those in the church having an unexpected need for money such as a car repair, medical bill,
or legitimate need as recommended by church members or staff, etc. Please speak with
Judy Fabian, Keith Burger, Karen Schoch, or Rev. Gammon should you have such a need. This
is a confidential service available to any church member, staff member, or anyone who
attends regularly. This is not intended to be an ongoing source of income but rather for
emergency situations which one might encounter.

Prayer Chain/List
The Prayer Chain has been slightly revised. As a reminder, names of people for the Prayer
Chain with specific messages are prayed for regularly for that person for seven days. Be sure
to begin your request by calling the church office or by filling out a prayer request card.
Names on the Prayer List in the weekly bulletin will be carried for that month unless
requested it be continued on or removed prior to the end of the month.
**If you would like to be a caller and offer prayers for those on the prayer chain, please notify
the church office (330) 394-4741 or fill out a prayer request card.
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Ash Wednesday Word List
ABSTAIN

EASTER

JESUS

PREPARE

ASHES

FAST

LENT

REPENTANCE

BLESS

FISH

MORTALITY

WEDNESDAY

CROSS

FOREHEAD

PENANCE

WORSHIP

HOLYWATER
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