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 Dear Christian friends.  Like many of you, my head is still spinning concerning the 

recent challenges our small congregation has faced. With in a week of each other we lost 

two exceptional men who were integral parts of our church. On May 10th Mark Gammon 

was suddenly taken to his heavenly home. One week later on May 17th, Jim DeSavigny   

also went home to be with his Heavenly Father and family after suffering from many 

months of illness.  

 Both of these fine men leave behind loving family and friends and will be sorely 

missed by all of us. Mark of course was Pastor Jerry’s brother and was such a great      

supporter of his brother and our church.  Mark served as a deacon, an elder, property 

chairman and recently became a member of our choir. The work he did around our church 

was more than most of us will ever be able to comprehend. I talked to him the day before 

he died about a project we were considering, showing you how dedicated he was right up 

to time he left us. I will miss his smiling face.  

 Jim DeSavigny was just as dedicated to our church. He served as an elder, an usher 

and was always keeping an eye on the flowers around the church. Jim and his surviving 

wife, Beverly, were go-to people when you needed anything done. Jim and I had many long 

talks on the golf course and we always compared stories about our children and         

grandkids. Jim was also an avid hunter and fisherman. Karen and I  will especially miss the 

fruits of his fishing trips. Those walleye were delicious! 

 There is no replacing these fine gentlemen. They worked very hard in support of our 

church. But I bet if you asked both of them they would tell you they did it to the glory of 

God. Rest well faithful servants!                  
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 A Note from Your Pastor 

Blessings to all, 
 

 May was a very difficult month for me and my family. We lost my dear brother Mark.     

Perhaps I should say that we better discovered my dear brother Mark. While it is true that Mark 

passed away and we miss him terribly, we discovered or found him in so many others and in so 

many places. 

 The kindnesses shown our family by so many near and far, showed us all the impact that  

single life can have on the world. The memories shared taught us more about our loved one and 

reinforced our belief that Mark was a great man. Perhaps Mark wasn’t the best off financially, 

but he was one of the wealthiest men ever to live when speaking of being loved. 

 Mark was a man of many talents; from baking, woodworking, project management and 

the list goes on. But unbeknown to him, he was good at being Mark. So many people loved Mark 

and he loved them. He gave until it hurt and expected nothing in return. In fact, Mark always felt 

like he had to do more for others because they did so much for him. He loved so much because 

he was loved so much. 

 Our church will miss his vigor and enthusiasm to get things done. He accomplished many 

projects as a Deacon, Elder, and chairperson of the Property Committee. He was a new member 

of the choir and joyful member of our congregation. He shall be missed by those who knew him, 

and his absence will be felt for a long time to come. 

 I was blessed to be his brother. He and I were very close. We enjoyed each other’s       

company and were great workmates. Mark was my staunchest supporter, and I shall miss my 

best friend for the rest of my life. But the good news is, he lives on in you. All that have been 

touched by the life of Mark Gammon shall carry a bit of him with them always. I may need to 

lean on you from time to time, I may need your counsel, and  I may need a hug. 

 For all the love and support our family has received throughout this ordeal, I thank you. 

You all mean the world to us. Mark would want us to band together and continue to fight the 

good fight of keeping our church going and the mission of Christ paramount. Let us all resolve to 

do so in his honor and for the glory of God, the same God that Mark served so well. 

 Again, I thank you for your love and support and I ask God in heaven to reach down and 

touch you with His healing and comforting touch as we move forward together in the mission of 

Jesus. Love one another. 
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  Update (Continued) 

 On a happier note, on May 1st we had the opportunity to honor Ruth Gilbert, who has 

been a member of this church since 1925! I’ll let you do the math! Ruth has been a faithful 

servant during all those years and it was such a privilege to recognize her for all she has done. 

Many of her family were able be with us this celebration which included children, grandchildren 

and great grandchildren! Thank you Ruth! 

 For the month we will celebrate Pentecost, the birth of the church. Please join on June 5th 

wearing your red and please bring red flowers to be planted around the church. We will also    

celebrate Holy Communion that Sunday. 

Till next month, see you in church  

 

Ron Schoch   
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 Friday Funnies 

  



Parish News 

Prayer List  

William Andersond 

Charles Carl 

Betsy Chapley 

Beverly DeSavigny 

Junior Fumerola 

 Ruth Gilbert 

Betty Jamison 

Peggy Marshall 

David Nichols 

Katie Papadack 

Merial Price 

Joe & Melissa Rein 

Mary Sabol 

Jim Scott 

Bob Spencer 

Bob Sponaugle 

Vicky Town 

Ukraine People 

Gail Vidovich         

  

DeSavigny Family 

Gammon Family 

 

  

Prayer Chain/List 

 The Prayer Chain has been slightly revised. As a reminder, names of people for the Prayer 

Chain with specific messages are prayed for regularly for that person for seven days. Be sure 

to begin your request by calling the church office or by filling out a prayer   request card.  

 Names on the Prayer List in the weekly bulletin will be carried for that month unless           

requested it be continued on or removed prior to the end of the month.   

**If you would like to be a caller and offer prayers for those on the prayer chain, please notify 

the church office (330) 394-4741 or fill out a prayer request card.  

 Floating Five Emergency Fund  

 In July 2009, the Floating Five Committee decided to start an emergency account to help 

those in the church having an unexpected need for money such as a car repair,  medical bill, 

or legitimate need as recommended by church members or staff, etc.  Please speak with      

Judy Fabian, Keith Burger, Karen Schoch, or Rev. Gammon should you have such a need.   

 

 This is a confidential service available to any church member, staff member, or anyone 

who attends  regularly. This is not intended to be an ongoing source of income but rather for   

emergency situations which one might encounter. 
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 Property Committee 

 This month I have contacted an electrician to evaluate the dimmer switches in the      

sanctuary. Since we changed the bulbs in the lights to LED to save energy, the lights will blink 

when dimmed. The electrician looked at the dimmer switches that are and determined they are 

for incandescent bulbs only. He will replace the two switches on Tuesday, May 9, 2022 if the 

parts are available. 

 I have contacted a plumber to replace the faucet in the kitchen. The spout is so loose that 

one could get a shower if moved just right, or the person next to them might get it. You just   

never know.  

 I have also started searching for painters who are willing to look at the sanctuary and 

quote to repair plaster and paint the sanctuary. It hasn’t been painted since the year 2000 and 

it shows!  

 I hope the weather is getting warmer and maybe drier for those who wish for it. We have 

seen signs of Spring this week. I hope it continues.  

Yours In Christian Fellowship,  

 

Mark Gammon  

SUE SCHOCH 

Also present to celebrate Ruth Gilbert with us, was another beloved member of our church. Mrs. Sue Schoch is 

the oldest member and will soon celebrate another year. On May 23, Sue will turn 98 years old. To celebrate her 

milestone, we will be having a luncheon after worship service on Sunday, May 22.  

 

Mark Gammon 
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RUTH GILBERT 

Ruth Gilbert has been a member 

of the First United Church of Christ 

the longest than anyone. On May 

1st a luncheon was held in her 

honor. The luncheon was  pre-

pared by Marian Gammon, Pastor 

Gammon’s wife or the “First Lady” 

of our church. She made many 

batches of sauce, rigatoni, 100 or 

so meatballs, and chicken alfredo.  

She also made a couple desserts. 

Marian was assisted by others 

who supplied  bread, salad, and 

other goodies as well as cleanup. 

So thank you to all who provided 

such a wonderful afternoon. It 

seemed everyone in attendance 

had a great time and it was so 

nice seeing Ruth again. It’s been 

since before Covid hit that she 

was here for Sunday services, so 

it’s been a while.  Many of Ruth’s’ 

family came to celebrate with us, 

which made the day even more 

special. I have attached a few   

pictures taken that day.  

 

Mark Gammon 

Bottom Row: Gayle Vidovich 

(Daughter) Ruth, Rebecca 

Wrightsman, (Granddaughter) 

Middle Row: Kathryn Vidovich, 

(Married to Chad Vidovich), 

Dahlia, Nadia, and Dane   

Vidovich (children of Chad 

and Kathryn) Karen 

Wrightsman, (Daughter) Back 

Row: Wayne Vidovich, 

(Married to Gayle) Sally    

Spencer, (Daughter) Bob 

Spencer, (Married to Sally) 

Chad Vidovich (Grandson) and  

Jim Wrightsman (married 

to Karen) 

Just for the record...Dane! 

I got ya!!  

Missing from the photo 

are: 

Daughter Nancy Fischer, 

and her family, husband 

Steve, and son Daniel.  

Granddaughter Melanie 

Hunter and her family, 

husband Chris, and     

children, Brooks, Maddix, 

and Ashton.  



President:       Ron Schoch 

 

 

Vice President:        Craig Cozad  

 

 

Secretary:        Nancy Hamrick 

 

 

Treasurer:        Donny Longworth 

 

 

Financial Officer:        Craig Cozad 

 

 

Bookkeeper:      Sheryl Cozad

   

Consistory 

Pastor Emeritus:   Joe Doran  

  Everett Gould 
 

Elder Emeritus:   Al Conklin 

  Nick Fabian 

  Ed Gilbert 

  Don Howren 

  Glenn Mark 

  Sylvia Moyes 

  Bill Paxson 

  George Schneider 

  Bill Schoch 

  Charles Weller 

  Ken Wright 
 

Deacon Emeritus: Dick Leiby 

280 E. Market Street 

Warren, Ohio  44481 

(330) 394-4741 

Email: firstuccwarren@gmail.com 

Fir s t  Un i t ed  C h u r ch  o f  C h r i s t  

The church with the “golden dome” 

website 

wwwfirstuccwarren.org 

Elders: Craig Cozad 12/31/23 

  Mark Gammon 12/31/24 

  Bill Paxson 12/31/24 

  Karen Schoch 12/31/23 

    

 

 

Deacons: Melanie Burger  12/31/24 

  Em Burkett  12/31/22 

  Sheryl Cozad  12/31/22 

  Judy Fabian    12/31/24 

  Marian Gammon    12/31/22 

  Candy Lemasters   12/31/22 

  Debbie Wimer  12/31/24 

Pastor:                           Rev./Dr. Gerald Gammon 


