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First United Church of Christ
A Note from Your Pastor
Happy New Year!
2022 has come to an end (finally)! 2023 begins anew. Last year seemed to be a
hard year with the loss of so many good people. Especially, when we experienced their loss
so close together. Let’s hope that the New Year will bring happier times for us all.
I’d like to take a moment to welcome Cheryl Copeland who has been worshipping
with us recently. Sheryl comes from a UCC church in her former place of residence, and we
hope she’ll make our church her church! If you have the chance, please welcome Cheryl to
our wonderful church here in Warren.

The New Year will bring some changes. The Sanctuary will undergo a bit of
renovation, getting some much-needed plaster repair and painting done. How wonderful it
will be to see our old friend with a new face upon it. But the Year need not only be a time
of renewal for our Sanctuary, but we too can use it as a time to freshen up our faith.
We can use this year to renew and recommit to our faith. We can work to strengthen
our beliefs and our love for God and one another. We can look back on the past year and
see where we might have done better and resolve to do so in the New Year. None of us are
perfect, so we all can use a little maintenance of our faith.

Another thing we can resolve to do in the New Year is to be more appreciative of the
blessings we have received and of those that share theirs with us. I’d like to thank the
choir for doing such a fine job for us every Sunday that they minister to us. I’d like to thank
all those who perform Lay Reader/ Liturgist duties. All these people give of their time and
talents to minister to us the Word of god through scripture and songs of praise.
(continued on page 2)
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A Note from Your Pastor (continued)
Whatever the New Year holds for us let us always give thanks to God for the abundance of
love He has poured out to us. Let us give thanks for the salvation won for us through the
sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Let us open ourselves up to receive the Holy Spirit and allow it to move
through us to bring more joy into the world.
And in this New Year know that I pray for you all and hold you dearly in my heart,

Mission Giving
A recent policy change was approved at the December 2022 Consistory meeting regarding forwarding of donations to third party organizations not affiliated with our
church. Examples of these are: Warren Family Mission, Someplace Safe, Rescue Mission
of the Valley, etc. We have no problem with those who wish to donate to these
organizations, but request that those donations be made directly to that party. This
alleviates the burden of our financial committee to distribute said donations and prevent
any misunderstandings.
This does not include those donations such as Neighbors in Need, One Great Hour
of Sharing, Veterans of the Cross or benevolent giving to the United Church of Christ, all of
which are part of our denomination. It also does not include fundraisers approved by
Consistory for special circumstances. An example would be the drive we held this year for
the people of Ukraine.
This policy also does not prevent organizations within the church to make direct
donations on their own to various organizations. If you have questions regarding this
policy, please contact Ron Schoch or Reverend Gammon.
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January Update
Happy New Year!! Another trip around the sun. Winter is here. Good news for some,
terrible for others. But no matter your feelings about it, the one thing we know is that it's
temporary. In a few weeks we'll start to notice more hours of daylight and know that another
season is on the horizon. Such is the beauty of living in this part of the country where we get
to experience the joys and also tolerate the lows of each season.
I hope the new year finds you happy and healthy and hopefully still in the afterglow of
the celebration of Christ the King. I pray that each of us carries that joy throughout the year. A
big thank you to those in our church family who helped to make the season so
special. Thanks to those who helped decorate our beautiful sanctuary, the choir along with
Karen Fumerola and Barb Edward for all of the Christmas music, the Deacons for providing us
with an opportunity to expand our waistlines with delicious baked goods, to the Board of
Christian Education, headed by Sharon Longworth, for the wonderful Family Christmas party,
and finally to Reverend Gammon for the inspirational messages and special additions to our
Worship.
Our annual Congregational meeting was on December 10, at which time we elected
four deacons to three year terms on our Consistory. Elected were Sheryl Cozad, Marian
Gammon, Candy Lemasters and Sharon Longworth. Sheryl, Marian and Candy whose terms
were expiring accepted nomination for a consecutive term. Also thanks to Emily Burkett
whose term expired. Also approved at the meeting was the budget for 2023. There was a
significant increase for next year, most of the increase was to finance the painting of our
Sanctuary, which will occur during this month. While the painting is being done, we will have
Worship in the Fellowship Hall.
As we begin the new year, I ask all to renew their commitment to our Church as we
serve our Lord. Our numbers have gotten smaller and we need to be open to new ideas to
strengthen our Congregation. Pray on this and ask yourselves what you can do to worship and
serve God in return for the unlimited love He has given us.
Till next month, see you in Sunday School

Ron Schoch
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Friday Funnies
There I was sitting at the bar staring at my drink when a large, trouble-making biker
steps up next to me, grabs my drink and gulps it down in one swig. “Well, whatcha’ gonna
do about it?”, he says, menacing, as I burst into tears.
“This is the worst day of my life,” I say. “I’m a complete failure. I was late to a meeting and my boss fired me. When I went to the parking lot, I found my car had been stolen
and I don’t have any insurance. I left my wallet in the cab I took home. I found my wife
with another man and then my dog bit me.”
“So I came to this bar to work up the courage to put an end to it all. I buy a drink, I
drop a capsule in, and sit here watching the poison dissolve. Then you show up and drink
the whole thing! But enough about me, how’s your day going?
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Prayer List
Gloria Ambrose
American People
Isaac Boyles
Tammy Boyle
Becky Callahan
Betsy Chapley
Sandy Croyle
Kaye Doran

Sherri French
Pastor Gammon
Ruth Gilbert
Debbie Heilman
MaryAnn Huffman
Ron Huffman
Betty Jamison
Dick Leiby

Mark Leiby
Richard Lemasters
Glenn Mark
Peggy Marshall
Gary Noel
Melissa Rein
Mary Sabol
John Samu

Carol Sin
Bob Spencer
Barbara Sponaugle
Ukraine People
Tricia (Mark) Unger

Duda/Wiland Family

Floating Five Emergency Fund
In July 2009, the Floating Five Committee decided to start an emergency account to help
those in the church having an unexpected need for money such as a car repair, medical bill,
or legitimate need as recommended by church members or staff, etc. Please speak with
Judy Fabian, Keith Burger, Karen Schoch, or Rev. Gammon should you have such a need.
This is a confidential service available to any church member, staff member, or anyone
who attends regularly. This is not intended to be an ongoing source of income but rather for
emergency situations which one might encounter.

Prayer Chain/List
The Prayer Chain has been slightly revised. As a reminder, names of people for the Prayer
Chain with specific messages are prayed for regularly for that person for seven days. Be sure
to begin your request by calling the church office or by filling out a prayer request card.
Names on the Prayer List in the weekly bulletin will be carried for that month unless
requested it be continued on or removed prior to the end of the month.
**If you would like to be a caller and offer prayers for those on the prayer chain, please notify
the church office (330) 394-4741 or fill out a prayer request card.
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First United Church of Christ

Pastor:

Rev./Dr. Gerald Gammon

Pastor Emeritus:

Joe Doran
Everett Gould

Elder Emeritus:

Al Conklin
Nick Fabian
Ed Gilbert
Don Howren
Glenn Mark
Sylvia Moyes
Bill Paxson
George Schneider
Bill Schoch
Charles Weller
Ken Wright

Deacon Emeritus:

Dick Leiby

280 E. Market Street
Warren, Ohio 44481
(330) 394-4741
Email: firstuccwarren@gmail.com

The church with the “golden dome”
website
wwwfirstuccwarren.org

Consistory
President:

Ron Schoch

Vice President:
Secretary:

Elders:

Keith Burger
Donny Longworth
Bill Paxson
Karen Schoch

12/31/23
12/31/24
12/31/24
12/31/23

Deacons: Melanie Burger
Em Burkett
Sheryl Cozad
Judy Fabian
Marian Gammon
Candy Lemasters
Debbie Wimer

12/31/24
12/31/22
12/31/22
12/31/24
12/31/22
12/31/22
12/31/24

Nancy Hamrick

Treasurer:

Donny Longworth

Financial Officer:

Sheryl Cozad

Bookkeeper:

Sheryl Cozad

