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Update
A New Year??? Well right now it's starting to seem like 2020, part 3. It seems like
we just can't get past this darn pandemic. Everyone it seems has Covid fatigue. A year
ago at this time many of us did not know anyone who had Covid. At the end of 2021 most
of us had family members and friends who contracted this virus and some even had close
friends or family members who died. As the year came to a close we were all facing the
possibility of getting the new variant.
This latest variant has led our church to return to restrictions which we thought were
behind us. Our January Consistory meeting was a somber event in which we had to
implement these restrictions which were detailed in Reverend Gammon's letter which you
received. It's not something any one of us wanted to do but we were unanimous in doing
what we could to keep our church family safe. Hopefully the actions we are taking are
short-lived.
This pandemic has taken a toll on all of us, most notably those in our church family
who are at the highest risk for infection. This has led to isolation for many, leading to them
not being able to attend worship. Reverend Gammon has been very faithful in recording
the weekly services so those who are shut in may listen at home. I know they appreciate
these recordings and are thankful that they can continue to worship even though the
setting is different. As we begin this new year, I would like to ask everyone to take a
moment to make a call or drop a card to those in the church family who are confined to
their homes. Many of them are longtime dedicated servants of God and our church. If you
are not sure of who might be in need of something like this, give the church office a call or
just ask a member of Consistory or Pastor Gammon. One or two calls a month would be
very meaningful and is something all of us are capable of doing with very little effort. I
thank you in advance for your efforts in this regard.
As we begin the new year there are a few events coming up very quickly. One is
Heart to Heart Sunday which will be held February 13, barring any further adjustments in
our schedule. Because of Covid this year's event will be takeout. Not long after that
believe it or not, will be Ash Wednesday service on March 2. Hopefully this service will be
done in our traditional manner, but with Covid, there may be adjustments made.
(continued on page 4)
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A Note from Your Pastor
The Power of Prayer
The world continues to reel from the affects of mankind. In recent times we have experienced great illness, death, isolation, negative economic impact, worry, and disdain for one
another, and even for life itself. Many of us have never experienced times these hard
before, and we see them as times of uncertainty. Yet, I believe we have gone through
similar times (World War I & II for example) and we came out of it stronger than before.
The tipping point in these examples were when people came together to fight for the common
good and to stop tyranny. We were not looking to God for individual miracles and easement of
our personal quandaries, but rather turned to God for the strength to do what was right and just
for all of mankind.
There are those that say we are experiencing that which is foretold in 2 Timothy 3.
“3 But understand this, that in the last days difficult times will come.
2 For people will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful,
arrogant, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy,
3 unloving, irreconcilable, slanderers, without self-control, savage,
opposed to what is good,
4 treacherous, reckless, conceited, loving pleasure rather than loving
God.
5 They will maintain the outward appearance of religion but will have
repudiated its power. So avoid people like these.”
If in fact we are facing the times described herein, is merely avoiding these people
enough? Are we to simply turn our backs on them and righteously walk away, or should we pray
to our benevolent God for the wisdom and strength to turn these people back to Him? Should
we focus our energies on making sure that we ourselves are right with God? Can we join forces
with one another and with Jesus Christ and pray for the betterment of all peoples, not just in
this life but in the next?
As Christians we believe that we are God’s chosen people, His children. We believe in the
power of prayer as demonstrated to us by Christ Himself. Let these times that we face currently
be a wake-up call for all of us to return to God in all things. Let us use what we have learned
(continued on page 3)
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A Note from Your Pastor (continued)
from our friendship with Jesus to love as we should and to wear out our knees in prayer. God is
listening and waiting to hear from us. Not prayers of winning the lottery, not prayers for miracles
(although He grants many), but prayers for the betterment of our society, our world, and for the
strength to withstand these hard times together for the betterment of all. The answer may not
come in this life, but surely will in the next if we pray for one another.

Our God is a powerful and merciful being. In all things return to prayer and do so out of
love and gratitude for the people and blessings God has bestowed in your life.
May Almighty God bless you all,
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Update (continued from page 1)
Our January Consistory meeting gave us the opportunity to welcome new members to
the Consistory. New Deacons are Melanie Burger and Judy Fabian, plus Debbie Wimer who is
serving another term. Our new Elders are Bill Paxson and Mark Gammon. The complete list of
Consistory members and officers in found every month in the Parish News. We also elected
yours truly as the new president and Craig Cozad as vice-president. A big thank you to all
members of Consistory and officers.
I am very humbled by my election to this presidency and hope that the trust given me by
the Congregation of our church is warranted and that I am able to serve you and our Lord well.
Thank you to our previous president, Bill Paxson for his years of service in so many aspects of
our church. It's an honor to have him as friend and mentor. I also thank Reverend Gammon for
his support and dedication to our church family. Having a settled pastor makes things so
much easier and meaningful.
Till next month, see you in Sunday School

Ron Schoch

Christmas Party 2021
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Prayer List
William Anderson
Donna Beavers
Joanne Bode
Charles Carl
Betsy Chapley
Beverly DeSavigny
Jim DeSavigny

Ruth Gilbert
Jimmy Green
Marilyn Grounds
Bonnie Isaac
Betty Jamison
Peggy Marshall
David Nichols

Bill & Linda Paxson
Melissa Rein
Mary Sabol
Cooper Schoch
Bob Spencer
Bob Sponaugle
Gail Vidovich

Vicky Town
Joe Vugrincic

Emergency Fund
In July 2009, the Floating Five Committee decided to start an emergency account to help
those in the church having an unexpected need for money such as a car repair, medical bill,
or legitimate need as recommended by church members or staff, etc. Please speak with
Judy Fabian, Keith Burger, Karen Schoch, or Rev. Gammon should you have such a need. This
is a confidential service available to any church member, staff member, or anyone who
attends regularly. This is not intended to be an ongoing source of income but rather for
emergency situations which one might encounter.

Prayer Chain/List
The Prayer Chain has been slightly revised. As a reminder, names of people for the Prayer
Chain with specific messages are prayed for regularly for that person for seven days. Be sure
to begin your request by calling the church office or by filling out a prayer request card.
Names on the Prayer List in the weekly bulletin will be carried for that month unless
requested it be continued on or removed prior to the end of the month.
**If you would like to be a caller and offer prayers for those on the prayer chain, please notify
the church office (330) 394-4741 or fill out a prayer request card.
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First United Church of Christ

Pastor:

Rev./Dr. Gerald Gammon

Pastor Emeritus:

Joe Doran
Everett Gould

Elder Emeritus:

Al Conklin
Nick Fabian
Ed Gilbert
Don Howren
Glenn Mark
Sylvia Moyes
Bill Paxson
George Schneider
Bill Schoch
Charles Weller
Ken Wright

Deacon Emeritus:

Dick Leiby

280 E. Market Street
Warren, Ohio 44481
(330) 394-4741
Email: firstuccwarren@gmail.com

The church with the “golden dome”
website
wwwfirstuccwarren.org

Consistory
President:

Ron Schoch

Vice President:

Craig Cozad

Secretary:

Nancy Hamrick

Treasurer:

Donny Longworth

Financial Officer:

Craig Cozad

Bookkeeper:

Sheryl Cozad

Elders:

Craig Cozad
Mark Gammon
Bill Paxson
Karen Schoch

Deacons: Melanie Burger
Em Burkett
Sheryl Cozad
Judy Fabian
Marian Gammon
Candy Lemasters
Debbie Wimer
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