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 As Valentines Day approaches we can expect to be inundated with hearts. We all 

know the heart to be a vital organ in our bodies and necessary for our existence. The heart 

also is used as a symbol of importance. We use it to describe things or people that are   

vital the success of projects and other accomplishments such as “the choir is the heart of 

Sunday services” or “Judy is the heart of church decorating” or “the Deacons are the heart 

of the church”. Knowing the importance of the heart to the body, we can easily make   

analogies to the importance of someone or something to important matters in our lives. 

 We can also use the heart as an expression of our core beliefs saying things like “In 

my heart of hearts, I know Jesus loves me” or “in my heart of hearts, I recognize I need to 

change my eating habits”. Using the heart this way underlines the inner belief or             

understanding that something is core in our belief system. 

 But the most common use of the heart is as an expression of love or admiration. 

This is especially true when Valentines Day approaches. It is most appropriate symbol for 

this tie of year! When we think of loving sacrifices that have been made for us that came 

from the heart, it is only too fitting.  

 Such is the case in the sacrifice from our dear Lord Jesus Christ. He made a          

sacrifice for the entire world so that they may be forgiven of their sins. It wasn’t a sacrifice 

that He really wanted to make: 39And He went a little beyond them, and fell on His face 

and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, 

but as You will.” 40And He came to the disciples and found them sleeping, and said to   

Peter, “So, you men could not keep watch with Me for one hour? 41“Keep watching and 

praying that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

        

       (continued on page 2) 

https://biblehub.com/matthew/26-39.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/26-40.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/26-41.htm
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 42He went away again a second time and prayed, saying, “My Father, if this cannot pass 

away unless I drink it, Your will be done.” 43Again He came and found them sleeping, for their 

eyes were heavy. 44And He left them again, and went away and prayed a third time, saying the 

same thing once more. (Matthew 26: 39-44) 

 But Jesus loved His Father so much and respected His father’s love for us so much that 

He conceded to do His Father’s will. This act of love brought to the world redemption for all who 

seek it through Jesus Christ. It was a heart, one that ceased to beat while hanging on the cross, 

that brought eternal life to those willing to follow Jesus.  

 So, as we decorate or send cards of love with the symbol of hearts on them, let us be ever 

mindful of the heart given gift we have received from God through Jesus. Let us also work to 

share this loving gift with all we encounter. You might just make it the best Valentine’s Day ever! 

Peace and blessings to you all, 

   

  

 

 Heart-to-Heart Sunday 

This tradition began back in 1989 as a way to contact all members/friends at least once a 

year to maintain a church connection.  This year it will take place on February 12 after      

worship.   Please plan to attend and share in some good food and great fellowship.  If you 

would like to contribute to the feast, please use the sign-up sheet in the lobby. 

   

https://biblehub.com/matthew/26-42.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/26-43.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/26-44.htm
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 Hello everyone.  Winter is moving right along and so far outside of the storms we had at 

Christmas, it's been a fairy benign winter.  It was so sad that our Christmas Eve service had to 

be cancelled with the brutal weather conditions, but we made the decision to cancel so that 

no one would take unnecessary risks with their personal safety.  On the upside we had our 

Christmas Eve service on New Year's Day and it was beautiful.  Many thanks to Karen and 

Barb and the entire choir for the wonderful music.  Also to Reverend Gammon for leading the 

candlelight service and to the readers. 

 In the aftermath of the holidays a special thank you to the Men's Fellowship and to     

Karen Fumerola, Judy Fabian and Shirley Fabian for their help in taking down the Christmas 

decorations. 

 Previously I wrote about the painting project for our sanctuary.  It is now underway and 

Rolfe Brothers Painting began work on January 13.  The project will take about two to three 

weeks and we hope to return services to the sanctuary by the first Sunday in February.  In the 

meantime services were being held in the fellowship hall.  Many thanks to those who helped 

clear out the sanctuary in preparation to this project, namely Keith Burger, Bob Lemasters, 

Jeff Robinson, Junior and Karen Fumerola, Karen Schoch and Reverend Gammon.  It will be so 

nice to start off the year with a freshening of our beautiful sanctuary. 

 February brings several events of importance to our congregation.  Coming up on      

February 12 is Heart to Heart Sunday which returns to an in person event.  Thanks to the  

Deacons for planning this always fun day.  February 22 is our Ash Wednesday service.  This 

most sacred time marks the beginning of Lent, a time when Christians all over the world     

prepare for Holy Week and the Resurrection of our Savior. 

 As we move into the new year I would like to recognize the newly installed Consistory 

members.  Those installed on January 8 were Sheryl Cozad, Marian Gammon, Candy            

Lemasters and Sharon Longworth.  We thank you for your service. 

 One final note; we have a number of our church family who because of age and health 

reasons cannot attend worship on a regular basis.  The Elders have been working to keep in 

contact with these folks, but this is something all of us have the ability to do. Thank you so 

much. 

Till next month, see you in Sunday School   

 

 

Ron Schoch 
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Gloria Ambrose 

American People 

Laurie Baker 

Tammy Boyle 

Becky Callahan 

Betsy Chapley 

Sandy Croyle 

Kaye Doran 

Sherri French 

Ruth Gilbert 

Debbie Heilman 

MaryAnn Huffman 

Ron Huffman 

Betty Jamison 

Dick Leiby 

Richard Lemasters 

Glenn Mark 

Peggy Marshall 

Gary Noel 

Melissa Rein 

Jay Robinson 

Mary Sabol 

Carol Sin 

Bob Spencer 

Barbara Sponaugle 

Ukraine People 

Tricia (Mark) Unger 

  

  

  

 

  

Prayer Chain/List 

 The Prayer Chain has been slightly revised. As a reminder, names of people for the Prayer 

Chain with specific messages are prayed for regularly for that person for seven days. Be sure 

to begin your request by calling the church office or by filling out a prayer   request card.  

 Names on the Prayer List in the weekly bulletin will be carried for that month unless           

requested it be continued on or removed prior to the end of the month.   

**If you would like to be a caller and offer prayers for those on the prayer chain, please notify 

the church office (330) 394-4741 or fill out a prayer request card.  

 Floating Five Emergency Fund  

 In July 2009, the Floating Five Committee decided to start an emergency account to help 

those in the church having an unexpected need for money such as a car repair,  medical bill, 

or legitimate need as recommended by church members or staff, etc.  Please speak with      

Judy Fabian, Keith Burger, Karen Schoch, or Rev. Gammon should you have such a need.   

 

 This is a confidential service available to any church member, staff member, or anyone 

who attends  regularly. This is not intended to be an ongoing source of income but rather for   

emergency situations which one might encounter. 

                                    Page 5 
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 February Income & Expenses  

Income $7,005.44 

Expenses $4,604.00 

Loss        -$2,401.44 

 Spring Kolache Sale  

  The Deacons are having a pre-order bake sale which includes nut, poppy seed, and 

apricot kolache for $12 each.  An order form is provided on page 4 of the Parish News.  

The  deadline for orders is Sunday, March 19.  The pick up date is Sunday, April 2. 

 Order forms are also available in the church lounge, on facebook, or on the church’s 

website at firstuccwarren.org.  You can also call the church at (330) 394-4741. 



President:       Ron Schoch 

 

 

Vice President:        Bill Paxson  

 

 

Secretary:        Nancy Hamrick 

 

 

Treasurer:        Donny Longworth 

 

 

Financial Officer:        Sheryl Cozad    

 

 

Bookkeeper:      Sheryl Cozad

   

Consistory 

Pastor Emeritus:   Joe Doran  

  Everett Gould 
 

Elder Emeritus:   Al Conklin 

  Nick Fabian 

  Ed Gilbert 

  Don Howren 

  Glenn Mark 

  Sylvia Moyes 

  Bill Paxson 

  George Schneider 

  Bill Schoch 

  Charles Weller 

  Ken Wright 
 

Deacon Emeritus: Dick Leiby 

280 E. Market Street 

Warren, Ohio  44481 

(330) 394-4741 

Email: firstuccwarren@gmail.com 

Fir s t  Un i t ed  C h u r ch  o f  C h r i s t  

The church with the “golden dome” 

website 

wwwfirstuccwarren.org 

Elders: Keith Burger 12/31/23 

  Donny Longworth 12/31/24 

  Bill Paxson 12/31/24 

  Karen Schoch 12/31/23 

    

 

 

Deacons: Melanie Burger  12/31/24 

  Sheryl Cozad  12/31/25 

  Judy Fabian  12/31/24 

  Marian Gammon   12/31/25 

  Candy Lemasters   12/31/25 

  Sharon Longworth 12/31/25 

  Debbie Wimer  12/31/24 

Pastor:                           Rev./Dr. Gerald Gammon 


