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First United Church of Christ
A Note from Your Pastor
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
August? Already? Where is the summer going? I hope that this season has brought
you many joyous memories and good times. Life passes by so quickly it seems. We need to
take time to enjoy it. Life is a great gift from our Lord, and He wants us to enjoy it and help
others to do the same.
We all have been blessed in so many ways. We often forget these blessings during
times of trial and tribulation, but if we look around us even in times of sadness and
heartbreak, we can recognize the good works of the Lord our God in our lives. Let us all be
mindful of the trials our Lord Jesus Christ faced on our behalf. He endured so much for us
before being released from this life to the Kingdom of God. And Jesus did so while helping
others to better their lives!
Let us use His pilgrimage on Earth as a lesson plan for our lives. Let us strive to
bring joy to others and assist those we can, making life a little better for all we encounter.
It is amazing the power a smile has when shared with someone.
We currently live in a time of great debate and differences of opinion. And it is good
to be faithful to our principles, but we must watch for the impact of being head strong in
our beliefs. None of us are ever completely and solely correct. None of us have the right to
spread hate or bitterness to others. We are commanded to share love, and that is what we
must do. Too often people think that if we differ in opinion on one subject we must not
agree on any, or that we hate one another because of our differences. If we do, we surely
have missed the purpose of the mission of Jesus.
(continued page 2)
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A Note from your Pastor (continued)
God sent Jesus to save the world. Not any particular continent, country, state, county, city
or village, the world. We all have things in common. We are all sinners. But we are all welcome
at the Lord’s table if we have faith, repent, and come with open hearts. Let us not get so
wrapped up in our busy schedules and point of views that we lose site of what is really
important. Love. Love of and for God, and love for each other.
Let us put aside our differences and focus on what we have in common. Let us share the
love of our Lord Jesus Christ with one another constantly. Together we can make an impact far
greater than anything we might achieve on this planet; we might just help others to find the
Kingdom of God!
Until next time, I bid you love and blessings,

Annual Church Picnic

Date:

Saturday, August 27, 2022

Time:

noon - 4:00 p.m.

Where: Howland Township Park

Join us for food, fun, and fellowship! Please plan on bringing a covered dish, your
own place settings, chairs, and games for all ages to play. Everyone is welcome!
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Update
Hello Christian Brothers and Sisters. Where does the time go? We're into August and for
many of us , summer is going by much too quickly. The first half of this year has been very
eventful both for our church and the world as a whole. For our church the downside has been
the losses of those in our church family. For the world as a whole there has been so much strife
and uncertainty that at times it seems hopeless. But if we rely on our faith, we know we have
God on our side and He will help us through these uncertain times. I like to think of the words
of the old hymn, Trust and Obey.
When I am feeling anxious about what's going on around me, I get much comfort from
sitting in our Sanctuary. The wonderful architecture, the beautiful windows and the altar. I
especially get so much comfort from the Cross which hangs above the altar. This past year we
were able to obtain a new Cross along with flower vases and candle sticks, thanks to memorial
money donated by the family of Irma Allen. These pieces add so much beauty to our church and
help me to remember all the years of dedicated service by Irma. Our memories for her live on
forever. By the way, a little trivia for you about the Cross which sits directly on the altar. That
also was donated by the Allen family in memory of Irma's husband, Tom.
Recently we seemed to have had a takeover of the rehab unit of Shepherd of the Valley in
Howland. No less than three of our dedicated members were in rehabilitation at Shepherd all at
the same time! Junior Fumerola, Dick Leiby and Glenn Mark are now home and recovering
nicely. God is Good! Speaking of recovery, Don Longworth is on the mend after having back
surgery in June. Keep him along with all of those on our prayer list in your prayers.
I don't normally talk about our finances, but would like to remind everyone that even in
the summer, our expenses continue. I know it's easy to forget, what with vacations and other
activities keeping us from attending church during the summer months. Please try to keep the
church in mind so that we may continue to serve our Lord. The end of August will bring our
annual summer picnic. The date is Saturday August 27th at Howland Township Park. You may
find additional info elsewhere in this newsletter and also in upcoming Sunday bulletins. Let’s
hope for a dry day and slightly cooler temperature this year.
Till next month, see you in Church,
Ron Schoch
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Friday Funnies
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Prayer List
Betsy Chapley
Ruth Gilbert
Betty Jamison
Dick Leiby
Donny Longworth
Glenn Mark

Peggy Marshall
Gary Noel
Mary Sabol
Michael Sabol
Bob Spencer
Frank Tempesta

Vicky Town
Ukraine People
Gail Vidovich
John Wyko

Floating Five Emergency Fund
In July 2009, the Floating Five Committee decided to start an emergency account to help
those in the church having an unexpected need for money such as a car repair, medical bill,
or legitimate need as recommended by church members or staff, etc. Please speak with
Judy Fabian, Keith Burger, Karen Schoch, or Rev. Gammon should you have such a need.
This is a confidential service available to any church member, staff member, or anyone
who attends regularly. This is not intended to be an ongoing source of income but rather for
emergency situations which one might encounter.

Prayer Chain/List
The Prayer Chain has been slightly revised. As a reminder, names of people for the Prayer
Chain with specific messages are prayed for regularly for that person for seven days. Be sure
to begin your request by calling the church office or by filling out a prayer request card.
Names on the Prayer List in the weekly bulletin will be carried for that month unless
requested it be continued on or removed prior to the end of the month.
**If you would like to be a caller and offer prayers for those on the prayer chain, please notify
the church office (330) 394-4741 or fill out a prayer request card.
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New Testament Books
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New Testament Books—words
ACTS

FIRST TIMOTHY

MARK

SECOND JOHN

COLOSSIANS

GALATIANS

MATTHEW

SECOND PETER

EPHESIANS

HEBREW

PHILEMON

SECOND THESSALONIANS

FIRST CORINTHIANS

JAMES

PHILIPPIANS

SECOND TIMOTHY

FIRST JOHN

JOHN

REVELATION

THIRD JOHN

FIRST PETER

JUDE

ROMANS

TITUS

FIRST THESSALONIANS

LUKE

SECOND
CORINTHIANS

Choir Picnic 2022

First United Church of Christ

Pastor:

Rev./Dr. Gerald Gammon

Pastor Emeritus:

Joe Doran
Everett Gould

Elder Emeritus:

Al Conklin
Nick Fabian
Ed Gilbert
Don Howren
Glenn Mark
Sylvia Moyes
Bill Paxson
George Schneider
Bill Schoch
Charles Weller
Ken Wright

Deacon Emeritus:

Dick Leiby

280 E. Market Street
Warren, Ohio 44481
(330) 394-4741
Email: firstuccwarren@gmail.com

The church with the “golden dome”
website
wwwfirstuccwarren.org

Consistory
President:

Ron Schoch

Vice President:

Craig Cozad

Secretary:

Nancy Hamrick

Treasurer:

Donny Longworth

Financial Officer:

Craig Cozad

Bookkeeper:

Sheryl Cozad

Elders:

Craig Cozad
Mark Gammon
Bill Paxson
Karen Schoch

Deacons: Melanie Burger
Em Burkett
Sheryl Cozad
Judy Fabian
Marian Gammon
Candy Lemasters
Debbie Wimer

12/31/23
12/31/24
12/31/24
12/31/23

12/31/24
12/31/22
12/31/22
12/31/24
12/31/22
12/31/22
12/31/24

