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Update
Greetings everyone. As we travel through the journey to the Cross during the Lenten
season, I'm reminded of something from my childhood. In my neighborhood were many
Roman Catholics and even though we were all Christians, we did have some differences in
our faith practices. The one thing that stood out to me during Lent was the practice of
"giving up something for Lent." This was a practice that I was not that familiar with. I don't
remember my parents talking about it nor even hearing about it at church. My parents
were very faithful about church attendance, especially during Lent. In fact during Holy
Week, I felt we went to church every day! But the concept of "giving up something for
Lent", was somewhat foreign to me. As an adult, I gained a better understanding of the
practice and appreciate it's importance, even though I've never embraced it myself.
As a Christian and an American, I am so grateful that I can worship in the manner
that works best for me and can only pray that God accepts my efforts to worship and serve
Him. The practice of "giving up something" is really making a sacrifice. Over the past two
years we've all had to make some sacrifices because of Covid. Things liking having to wear
a mask, staying at home, suspension of in-person worship services, shortages on the
shelves and a number of others have put a crimp in our lifestyles. As troubling as these
inconveniences have been, they are really not that bad compared to what others have had
to endure through the years. Our parents' generation made sacrifices during World War II
that were far more inconvenient than any we've had to experience. If you know anyone
from that time period, ask them! At this moment in time, we are seeing a group of people
who are facing the ultimate sacrifice. The Ukrainians are suffering a fate which seems
unimaginable in this day and age. Any if we really want to take it a step further, remember
we are still observing Christ's journey to the Cross where he made the ultimate sacrifice,
so that we may have eternal life.
(continued page 3)
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A Note from Your Pastor
April! Probably the holiest month of this year. We will commemorate the sacrifice made for
us on Maundy Thursday and celebrate the resurrection of our Lord on Easter Sunday! A season
of high emotion and spirituality. We often find ourselves angry with those that turned their
backs on Jesus and those that nailed Him to the cross. It is easy for us to feel the betrayal of our
Lord since we can identify with who and what He is. But maybe we should pause for a moment
and consider a few things before we let our ire flare.
The powers that were in place at the time were worried about maintaining their hold on
the people. They were worried about their relationship with the Roman empire as well. After all
they could not condone a rebel rousing man who had repeatedly embarrassed them with His
knowledge of scripture and simple message of love.
Even those closest to Jesus would turn their backs on Him. Judas would sell him out for
30 pieces of silver and Peter would deny even knowing Him, not once but three times! The
crowd that preferred Barabbas to be released had no faith in a man who promised a kingdom
and did nothing to deliver it (or so they thought). Surely, if He was who He said He was a few
nails and a cross were not going to do much to Him.
We also know that all of these things had to happen to fulfill God’s plan of salvation for
us. If Jesus was not betrayed, tortured, and murdered, He might not have been resurrected in
time for those who knew Him to recognize the miracle that took place. We might not know we
have been saved! It was through the death of Jesus and His miraculous resurrection that we
realized who He was and why He came to us.
With that in mind, when you are tempted to be angry with those who treated our Lord so
poorly, remind yourself it was all for the greater good and the glory of God. Had God not wanted
things to go the way they did, He surely could have intervened.
The lesson to learn from this is that when things seem to be going badly in our lives, there
just might be bigger and better things at work. Just as the cruelty of a few brought salvation to
all who are willing to accept it, the not so good things in our lives might be steps to something
far greater. Let us not be too quick to judge or anger. Let us remain faithful to our God and trust
in His plan.
God has promised us that we will prosper, and we will. It could be that our prosperity, like
Jesus is not of this world, but the next.
I pray that you all experience a glorious Easter season and that you find peace in knowing
God has big plans for you!
God bless,
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Update (Continued)
Changing gears, hopefully we on the path to normalcy as pertains to Covid
protocols. Things are still a little different but I am hopeful we are on the right path. As always,
use common sense, respect other people's space and if you don't feel well, stay home.
April means spring is upon us and hopefully the weatherman cooperates. I urge all of you
to attend our Holy Week services during this most special time in the life of Christians all over
the world. Palm Sunday is April 10, Maundy Thursday April 14 and of course Easter Sunday,
April 17.
In closing, please keep our brothers and sisters in the Ukraine in your prayers. For us as
Christians, this should be about one thing and one thing only, loving one another as
commanded by our Savior.
Till

next

Ron Schoch

month,

see

you

in

Sunday

School.
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Easter Breakfast
We look forward to seeing everyone on Easter Sunday, April 17, 2022 from
9:00 –10:00 a.m. for a continental breakfast in the fellowship hall. Everyone is invited to
attend!

A Non Property Committee Report
Hi folks! How’s you all doing? I have nothing to report concerning the Property
Committee, but I thought I would try something new this time. I watched an episode of Little
House on the Prairie where Mrs. Oleson’s cousin started a newspaper in Walnut Grove. Mrs.
Oleson felt it was her responsibility to report community activities through a column in the
new newspaper. She started a column and named it Harriet’s Happenings. In that same
spirit I thought I would report on some things that happen here at our church. I will call it
Mark’s Merry Moments!
The first Sunday of this month (March) Marian and Pastor Gerry felt we needed to
have treats and beverages with a St. Patrick’s theme. According to Pastor Gerry this was
more Marian than him. She is quite generous. She decorated a table and put out quite a
spread. So thank you very much Marian and Pastor. It was much appreciated. I’m not really
starting Mark’s Merry Moments, but I had this picture…
Happy Spring!

Mark Gammon
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Prayer List
William Anderson
Donna Beavers
Tammy Boyle
Charles Carl
Betsy Chapley

Beverly DeSavigny
Jim DeSavigny
Ruth Gilbert
Jimmy Green
Marilyn Grounds

Betty Jamison
Peggy Marshall
David Nichols
Mary Sabol
Jim Scott

Bob Spencer
Bob Sponaugle
Vicky Town
Gail Vidovich
Joe Vugrincic

Emergency Fund
In July 2009, the Floating Five Committee decided to start an emergency account to help
those in the church having an unexpected need for money such as a car repair, medical bill,
or legitimate need as recommended by church members or staff, etc. Please speak with
Judy Fabian, Keith Burger, Karen Schoch, or Rev. Gammon should you have such a need. This
is a confidential service available to any church member, staff member, or anyone who
attends regularly. This is not intended to be an ongoing source of income but rather for
emergency situations which one might encounter.

Prayer Chain/List
The Prayer Chain has been slightly revised. As a reminder, names of people for the Prayer
Chain with specific messages are prayed for regularly for that person for seven days. Be sure
to begin your request by calling the church office or by filling out a prayer request card.
Names on the Prayer List in the weekly bulletin will be carried for that month unless
requested it be continued on or removed prior to the end of the month.
**If you would like to be a caller and offer prayers for those on the prayer chain, please notify
the church office (330) 394-4741 or fill out a prayer request card.
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Fateful Night and Glorious Day
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Puzzle (across and down)

Thank You
We thank you so much for the spring bouquet of altar flowers. They certainly
brighten up the day! We also especially want to thank the Fumerola family for delivering
them and in the process clearing the snow from the sidewalk!! May God bless you all!
Dick & Marilyn Leiby
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