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Top of the morning to you! 

 ‘Tis March, the month of shamrocks and everything green. Hopefully it will be a 

month of more sunshine and greening of things outside with warmer temperatures to     

enjoy. Also, it is a full month of the Lenten season, the season we prepare ourselves for 

the miracle of Resurrection Sunday, Easter. 

 It is my sincere hope that the month finds you preparing yourselves in thought and 

deed for the gift of salvation. May we use this time to give thanks to our Lord for what He 

has done for us, but also to spend some time identifying within ourselves areas we can do 

better by Him. Let’s take time to better understand ourselves and our motives for what we 

do. Are we Christ centered, or world centered? Do we act out of the love of the Spirit or out 

of want for earthly things? Are we sorry for acting against God? Have we asked for His     

divine forgiveness and worked to not repeat our offenses? Lent is a great time to turn the 

page on sin. We can use this time to work on improving our relationship with God through 

Jesus. 

 As we reflect on the ministry of Jesus during Lent, let us identify where we might be 

able to pick up where He left off. How can we help others? How can we share the Gospel 

with others? Who need us to pray for them? What is the best way for us to help those who 

hunger? Jesus did all of these things. He acted out of love. We can do all of these things 

too, if we act out of love. 

 Jesus gave of Himself to others, and we can too. Perhaps we could give to the poor 

that which we might have spent on dining out one night. Maybe we could give a blanket to 

a shelter for the cost of a new pair of sunglasses. Maybe we have fewer green beers and 

use the money to support a mission of Christ. We do not have to do things of the same 

magnitude of Jesus, (we can’t) but we can do small acts that will add up to spread His 

love. 

                           (continued on page 2) 
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 May you be blessed beyond measure this month, and may you find that the pot of gold at 

the end of the rainbow is within yourself, your heart. 

May the road rise up to meet you. 

May the wind be always at your back.  

May the sun shine warm upon your face;  

the rains fall soft upon your fields  

and until we meet again,  

may God hold you in the palm of His hand. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

   

 Sanctuary Painting in Progress 
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March Update 

 Hello everyone!  As I write this letter I am enjoying another atypical winter day for those 

of us who live in northeast Ohio.  This has been an unusually mild winter, something most of 

us really appreciate, especially when it comes to our winter heating bills.  Some of you are 

probably thinking,  "Well, watch out for Saint Patrick's Day!" 

 We are also into our Lenten journey to the Cross as we join with Christians all over the 

world,  commemorating Jesus' final days in the flesh when he died for our sins.  This is such a 

special time for reflection, study, and worship.  Here at First UCC, we began this journey with 

our Ash Wednesday service on February 22.  Please join at every opportunity during the     

Lenten season as we remember and celebrate the sacrifices that Jesus made for us. 

 

 Once again thanks go out to the Deacons for their hard work.  On February 12, they   

provided an excellent  lunch for our Heart to Heart celebration.  Thanks also to those of you 

who delivered heart shaped cookies to those in our congregation who could not be with us 

that day.  The Deacons also have another baking event coming up for Easter. More information 

about this is available elsewhere in this newsletter. 

 Another item of interest is the Toy Drive which began recently.  You'll find details of this 

also in this newsletter.  This is a fun way to reach out to the people of our community who 

have lesser means than many of us.  Thank you in advance for this very worthwhile mission. 

 

 As I close, I once again ask everyone to remember those in our church family who are 

unable to worship in person with us due to whatever reason.  Let them know they are still       

important to us and help to spread God's love to them. 

Till next month, see you in Sunday School   

 

 

Ron Schoch 
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 Spring Kolache Sale 
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Prayer List  

American People 

Becky Callahan 

Betsy Chapley 

Kaye Doran 

Phil Fletcher 

Ruth Gilbert 

Betty Howren 

Betty Jamison 

Dick Leiby 

Jim Lytle 

Glenn Mark 

Peggy Marshall 

Mary Sabol 

Bob Spencer 

Barbara Sponaugle 

Ukraine People 

Tricia (Mark) Unger 

  

  

The Family of 

Michael Fenstermaker 

 

 

  

  

  

Prayer Chain/List 

 The Prayer Chain has been slightly revised. As a reminder, names of people for the Prayer 

Chain with specific messages are prayed for regularly for that person for seven days. Be sure 

to begin your request by calling the church office or by filling out a prayer   request card.  

 Names on the Prayer List in the weekly bulletin will be carried for that month unless           

requested it be continued on or removed prior to the end of the month.   

**If you would like to be a caller and offer prayers for those on the prayer chain, please notify 

the church office (330) 394-4741 or fill out a prayer request card.  

 Floating Five Emergency Fund  

 In July 2009, the Floating Five Committee decided to start an emergency account to help 

those in the church having an unexpected need for money such as a car repair,  medical bill, 

or legitimate need as recommended by church members or staff, etc.  Please speak with      

Judy Fabian, Keith Burger, Karen Schoch, or Rev. Gammon should you have such a need.   

 

 This is a confidential service available to any church member, staff member, or anyone 

who attends  regularly. This is not intended to be an ongoing source of income but rather for   

emergency situations which one might encounter. 
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Happy St. Patrick’s Day  

  



Parish News 

 Toy Drive  

                                    Page 7 

 January 2023 Income & Expenses  

Income $  4,980.43 

Expenses $23,247.14 

Loss        -$18,266.71 

 Spring Kolache Sale  

  The Deacons are having a pre-order bake sale which includes nut, poppy seed, and 

apricot kolache for $12 each.  An order form is provided on page 4 of the Parish News.  

The  deadline for orders is Sunday, March 19.  The pick up date is Sunday, April 2 from 

noon to 1:00 p.m. 

 Order forms are also available in the church lobby, on Facebook, or on the church’s 

website at firstuccwarren.org.  You can also call the church at (330) 394-4741. 

 From now until the end of November we will be holding a toy drive for the Warren 

Family Mission.  If you wish to participate,  there will be a bin in the lobby where you can 

drop off any new, unwrapped toys at any time.  

 In late November or early December, we will take these toys to the Mission for their 

yearly Christmas give away. Please keep in mind that while it’s fun to shop for the little 

ones, there are teenagers who need love and support at Christmas also.  

 Thank you in advance for your kindness. If you have any questions, please see Karen 

Schoch. 



President:       Ron Schoch 

 

 

Vice President:        Bill Paxson  

 

 

Secretary:        Nancy Hamrick 

 

 

Treasurer:        Donny Longworth 

 

 

Financial Officer:        Sheryl Cozad    

 

 

Bookkeeper:      Sheryl Cozad

   

Consistory 

Pastor Emeritus:   Joe Doran  

  Everett Gould 
 

Elder Emeritus:   Al Conklin 

  Nick Fabian 

  Ed Gilbert 

  Don Howren 

  Glenn Mark 

  Sylvia Moyes 

  Bill Paxson 

  George Schneider 

  Bill Schoch 

  Charles Weller 

  Ken Wright 
 

Deacon Emeritus: Dick Leiby 

280 E. Market Street 

Warren, Ohio  44481 

(330) 394-4741 

Email: firstuccwarren@gmail.com 

Fir s t  Un i t ed  C h u r ch  o f  C h r i s t  

The church with the “golden dome” 

website 

wwwfirstuccwarren.org 

Elders: Keith Burger 12/31/23 

  Donny Longworth 12/31/24 

  Bill Paxson 12/31/24 

  Karen Schoch 12/31/23 

    

 

 

Deacons: Melanie Burger  12/31/24 

  Sheryl Cozad  12/31/25 

  Judy Fabian  12/31/24 

  Marian Gammon   12/31/25 

  Candy Lemasters   12/31/25 

  Sharon Longworth 12/31/25 

  Debbie Wimer  12/31/24 

Pastor:                           Rev./Dr. Gerald Gammon 


